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1. Introduction

Purpose

This annual report has been produced in order to comply with the requirements of the
Safe Drinking Water Act 2003, Safe Drinking Water Regulations 2005 and in
accordance with the Department of Health’s revised 2011-12 Annual Report
Guidance Note.

Mount Hotham Alpine Resort

The resort is located toward the southern end of the Great Dividing Range,
approximately 365 kilometres north-east of Melbourne and 520 kilometres south-west
of Canberra. Mount Hotham is the highest of all the Victorian alpine resorts with a
summit elevation of 1861 metres above sea level (asl). The area is comprised of
sharp and slightly rounded peaks connected by ridgelines that are incised by steep
watercourses and gullies. The resort is located along the main ridgeline, at the
headwaters of four major river catchments, the Kiewa, Mitta Mitta, Dargo (Mitchell)
and Ovens.

The average total annual precipitation, including snowfall and rainfall is 1494
millimetres. Snowfalls occur on an average of 75.4 days annually and thunderstorms
with high intensity rainfall are prevalent in spring and summer. The snowline for the
resort is approximately 1400 meters asl and the average maximum snow depth is 1.5
metres at 1845 metres asl. Snowfalls that create and maintain a persistent snow
cover usually begin about mid-June and continue intermittently until early September.

The resort encompasses an area of approximately 3,030 hectares, the majority of
which is Crown Land, and is bounded on all sides by the Alpine National Park. The
ski field is approximately 320 hectares or 11% of the total Resort area and is located
between 1060 and 1861 meters asl.

The urban area within the resort supports administrative, retail and commercial
business as well as a large variety of accommodation. There are approximately
4300 beds within the resort. The village population, and consequent demand for
water, is highly seasonal. At the 2011 census Hotham Heights recorded a permanent
population of 161. Approximately 122,000 people visited the resort during the 2011
winter season resulting in 318,000 visitor days.

Mount Hotham Alpine Resort Management Board

The Mount Hotham Resort Management Board (MHARMB) is the statutory authority
under the Crown Land (reserves) Act 1978, and the Alpine Resorts (Management)
Act 1997. The Alpine Resorts (Management) Act 1997 states the MHARMB is to
provide services within the resort including water supply. MHARMB strives to provide
the delivery of quality reliable services that meet customer needs and contributes to
the ongoing viability of the resort. MHARMB is defined as a water supplier under the
Safe Drinking Water Act 2003 and aims to provide a high quality safe drinking water

supply.



1.1 Characterisation of the System

Overview

Water is sourced from upper Swindlers Creek, a catchment of approximately 160
hectares. Water is collected at the Swindlers Weir and raw water is gravity fed 268
meters to the pump station, from here it is pumped through a 150 mm steel cement
lined rising main to storage tanks located at the summit of Mount Higginbotham.
From the storage tanks, the raw water flows to the ultra violet (UV) units 1 and 2
where it is disinfected immediately prior to its distribution to customers through the
village water reticulation system.

Table 1. Overview of system

Element Description Key Information
Source of Water Upper Swindlers watershed Limited development
and human impact
Storage Weir Swindlers Weir, upper Swindlers 0.5 megalitre, raw
Creek water storage
Headworks Pump house and Rising Main Pre screen filters,
turbidity monitoring
Raw Water Storage  Mount Higginbotham Tanks Five tanks with 2.56
megalitre capacity
Treatment UV 1 and UV 2 facilities UV disinfection and

emergency chlorine
dosing at UV 2

Reticulation Davenport and Village areas Davenport linear main
and Hotham Central
ring main




Figure 1. Key components of the potable water supply system within the Mount Hotham Alpine Resort.
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